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World Hydropower Congress
The SAPP attended the World Hydro Power
Congress held in Paris, France. A regional
perspective from SAPP was shared on
regional interconnections focusing on
connecting hydro power to new markets.
A workshop was also attended focusing on
current trends and lessons learnt from
implementation
of
benefit
sharing
mechanisms by hydropower developers.
Experience was also shared on challenges
and opportunities that arise from different
benefit sharing mechanisms.
SADC Water and Energy Ministers
Meeting
A Joint SADC Water and Energy Ministers
meeting was held in Windhoek, Namibia on
24 May 2019.
The meeting considered progress in the
implementation of the energy and water
Programmes and Projects meant to address
the security of energy and water supply and
regional integration as espoused in the
Regional Indicative Strategic Development
Plan. The Energy Ministers approved the
revised SAPP membership categories.
Forum of Regional African Power Pools
and APUA Scientific Committee Meetings
The SAPP Coordination Centre Manager
attended the Regional Power Pool
coordination meeting held in Livingstone,
Zambia. The various power pools exchanged
experiences on their activities and programs.
The African Development Bank offered to
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support capacity building of the power pools
and more cooperation among them.
SAPP System Disturbance Investigation
In the period from September 2018 to date,
the SAPP interconnected power system
experienced a few system disturbances. In
January 2019 the SAPP formed a task team
to investigate these disturbances and come
up with mitigation measures. The task team
held its first meeting from 28 to 29 May 2019
in Johannesburg, South Africa. The task team
gathered information on the system
disturbances and proposed an action plan.

Some members of the SAPP Emergency and
Blackstart Preparedness Working Group at the
meeting

System Planning
Renewable Energy Integration Study:
Part 1
The SAPP Renewable Energy Task Team
held a kick-off meeting for the Renewable
Energy Integration Study Part 1 project in
Harare, Zimbabwe on the 30th May 2019.

Some members of the SAPP system disturbance task
team at the first meeting

SAPP Emergency and Blackstart
Preparedness Working Group Meeting
The SAPP Emergency and Blackstart
Preparedness Working Group held its 4th
meeting from 30 to 31 May 2019 in
Johannesburg, South Africa. The Working
Group developed the SAPP emergency
communication protocol and regional
restoration plan. The working group also
identified and classified regional power
supply risks.

Part 1 of the study focuses on the technoeconomic and regulatory issues at a high
level. The main objective of the study is to
support the SAPP to prepare the
interconnected system for the integration of
variable renewable energy (VRE) generation
in a secure, reliable and economic manner.
The study will analyse gaps in current
regulations,
existing
infrastructure,
institutional
capacity
and
operating
procedures. The study outcomes will include
proposed changes to regulations, Grid Code
and operating procedures to facilitate
successful integration of VRE. It will also
assess investments required to cope with
increasing penetration of VRE generation.
Continental Transmission Master Plan
The African Union Development Agency held
a kick-off meeting for the Continental
Transmission Master Plan Development
project. The SAPP as one of the main
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stakeholders was represented by the
Planning Engineer and he made two
presentations on:



The status of the SAPP Pool Plan, and
Transmission facilities in SAPP

The Continental Transmission Master Plan
aims to promote intra-power pool and inter
power interconnection and thus will lead to
the creation of a continental energy market
anchored on 5 regional energy markets. The
master plan will be based on the current
PIDA’s four transmission corridors and the
Power Pools’ master plans.
The master plan’s main focus is on the
transmission gaps within and between power
pools
and
strengthening
existing
infrastructure to cope with expected increase
in demand. The development of the
continental transmission master plan is
expected to be completed in January 2020.

Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA)
Job creation estimation toolkit to estimate the
number of direct, indirect, induced and
secondary jobs to be created during the
lifecycle of the BGHES. Opportunities for
maximising Jobs were identified in the
Cement, Steel, Transport and Tourism
Industries.
In addition, options were also identified for
using the AUDA-NEPAD “5% Agenda” as
well as the Africa Infrastructure Guarantee
Mechanism (AIGM) to mobilise local
Institutional Investors and Citizens to finance
the project using local resources. The
BGHES is aimed to be developed on a Build,
Operate and Transfer (BOT) basis and the
2,400MW greenfield BGHES is aimed to be
commissioned in 2025.

Mobilizing Domestic Resources and
Optimizing Job Creation Potential for
Batoka Gorge Hydro-Electric Scheme
The African Union Development Agency
(AUDA-NEPAD) in collaboration with the
Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) hosted a
stakeholder’s dialogue to deliberate on
mobilizing domestic resources and optimizing
job creation potential for Batoka Gorge
Hydro-Electric Scheme (BGHES). The
workshop was held in Lusaka, Zambia and
the Southern African Power Pool was
represented by the Planning Engineer.
The main objectives of the event were to
sensitize policy makers and partners on
preliminary findings and recommendations
from the BGHES Job Creation Maximisation
as well as the Domestic Resource
Mobilisation case studies. The case studies
were carried out using the Programme for

Participants of the Stakeholder Engagement
Workshop: Mobilizing Domestic Resource and
Optimizing Job Creation for Batoka Gorge HydroElectric Scheme

1st SADC Industrial Energy Efficiency
Conference
The SADC Centre for Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency (SACREEE) in cooperation
with the European Union (EU), the United
Nations Industrial Development Organisation
(UNIDO),
the
Austrian
Development
Cooperation (ADA) organised a conference
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on “Stimulating Industrial Competitiveness
through Energy Efficiency and Innovation in
the SADC Region.” The Conference was
hosted by the Government of the Republic of
Namibia on 16 – 17 May 2019 in Windhoek.
The SAPP moderated a session on Energy
Efficiency Best Practices and Innovation. The
conference was structured to provide an
overview of the industrial energy efficiency
sector in the SADC Region, the challenges
and the structuring of the SADC Industrial
Energy Efficiency Programme, SIEEP.
Presentations and panel discussions were
made on regional and international
experiences and best practices on industrial
energy efficiency, financing of EE projects
and opportunities for private sector and youth
and women participation in EE projects in
industry.
System Operations
System Disturbances
In the month of May 2019, six (6) SAPP
system disturbances were reported. Four
were caused by loss of generation in South
Africa due to various generator faults, leading
to low power frequency excursion. Two
emanated from DR Congo and were caused
by HVDC converter fault and vandalism on
transmission lines, respectively. These led to
tripping of the interconnection between
Zambia and DR Congo. Refer to Figure below
for the general outlook of reported SAPP
system disturbances.

State of the Interconnection
In the month of May 2019, the SAPP
interconnected power system operated in two
islands. The open point was the
interconnection between Botswana and
Zimbabwe. This interconnection was left out
of service following faults triggered by
Cyclone Idai in March 2019. One of the
HVDC lines from Mozambique to South Africa
was out of service until 30 April 2019. Further,
the Static Var Compensator (SVC) on the
Botswana – Zimbabwe interconnection was
out of service. Restoration of the Botswana –
Zimbabwe interconnection will be done soon
after completion of remaining works on the
afore-said HVDC link or SVC.
Electricity Trading
Trading
Trading in the market was higher during the
month of May 2019 when compared to April
2019. Total traded volumes on the Day Ahead
market (DAM), intra-day market (IDM),
Forward Physical Monthly Market (FPM-M)
and Forward Physical Weekly Market (FPMW) increased by 14% to 128.0GWh in the
month of May 2019, from the April 2019
volume of 112.3GWh. The May 2019 traded
volume was higher by 26.6% when compared
to May 2018 in which traded volumes were
87.3GWh.
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The average spot price for peak period for the
IDM for the month of May 2019 was
11.2USc/KWh from the April 2019 figure of
9.9USc/KWh. The average spot price for the
standard period for May 2019 was
8.9USc/KWh. The average Off-Peak period
price increased from 3.2USc/KWh in April
2019 to 4.2USc/KWh in May 2019.
Monthly Traded Volumes in GWh in DAM, IDM, FPMW and FPM-M (Jan 2019 to May 2019).

Market Clearing Prices
Non-off-peak prices increased by 181.1%
from 2.5USc/KWh in April 2019 to
7.0USc/KWh in May 2019. Off Peak prices
increased by 36.5% from 2.5USc/KWh in
April 2019 to 3.4USc/KWh in May 2019.
The average price for the Peak period was
lower by 3.5% at 8.3USc/KWh in May 2019
from the April 2019 figure of 8.6USc/KWh.
Standard period average prices increased
from the April 2019 figure of 6.3USc/KWh to
7.6USc/KWh in May 2019. The average Off–
Peak price increased from 2.9USc/KWh in
April 2019 to 3.9USc/KWh in May 2019.
The monthly average DAM market clearing
price (MCP) was higher during the month of
May 2019 at 7.03USc/KWh when compared
to 5.6USc/KWh recorded in April 2019.

Daily Average MCP prices from January to May 2019.

Market Revenues
A total of USD 7.6 million was exchanged on
the market during the month of May 2019
when compared to a total of USD 6.4 million
exchanged in April 2019. The change is
mainly attributed to reduced traded volumes.
Update on SAPP Projects
Angola - Namibia (ANNA) Interconnector
Project

A Functional Design Report was submitted at
the end of April 2019. The Draft Business
Case Report was submitted by Mid-April
2019. The dissemination of the Business
Case is planned to take place between April
and June 2019.
Environmental Corner
PCB Phase Out
Utilities through the Environmental SubCommittee members were engaged to
provide a status on the activities associated
with the PCB phase-out project. This was
necessitated by concerns raised by the Africa
Institute, the Executing Agency for the GEF
funded SADC PCB Elimination Project, due
to the delays on the Project. The implication
of this, is the project closure in affected
countries and the return of the funds to the
Global Environmental Fund (GEF). The
power utilities host a large percentage of the
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PCBs in the affected countries and therefore,
are at risk of losing this opportunity to
disposal of the PCBs through the Project.
Additionally, the cost of disposal is huge for
each utility to bear on its own, and the
continuous existence of PCBs in the utilities
continues to compromise environmental
integrity and the lives of our workforce and
the general public.
World Environmental Day
World Environment Day (WED) celebrated
on the 5th of June every year, is forthcoming.
It is the United Nation's principal vehicle for
encouraging awareness and action for
the protection of our environment. It is a
flagship campaign for raising awareness on
emerging environmental issues from marine
pollution, human over population, and global
warming, to sustainable consumption and
wildlife crime.
The theme for the World Environment Day
2019, “Air pollution” draws attention to this
pressing environmental concern. It seeks to
overcome this particular challenge, as it
aligns itself to achieving the following
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):







SDG 3 – Good health and well-being;
SDG 7 – Affordable and clean energy;
SDG 11 – Sustainable cities and
communities;
SDG 12 – Responsible consumption
and production;
SDG 13 – Climate Action; and
SDG 17 – Partnerships for the goals.

The SAPP will give feedback on activities
undertaken by the SAPP utilities to
commemorate this event.

Upcoming Events
DATE

EVENT

10-14
June

Africa Energy Forum, Lisbon,
Portugal

11-14
June
24-29
June
04 July
July

APUA – 54th Annual Meetings
of AfDB, Malabo, Equatorial
Guinea
53rd Annual Meetings of
APUA, Brazzaville, Congo
Joint MSC and OSC Meeting,
Johannesburg, South Africa
Finance Working Group
Meeting, Maputo,
Mozambique [tbc]

4–8
August

IEEE PES General Meeting,
Atlanta, Georgia, USA

14 – 16
August

SAPP Power Quality Working
Group Meeting, Harare,
Zimbabwe

20 – 23
August

IEEE Power Africa
Conference, Abuja, Nigeria

26-30
August

53rd SAPP Management
Committee Meetings,
Kinshasa, DR Congo

Oct 2019

SAPP Executive Committee
Meeting, Gaborone,
Botswana

